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school subjects
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Objectives

• Reflecting on needs and resources of your 
own diverse learners

• Developing a plurilingual dimension in all 
subjects
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Thinking about our learners: 

Neslihan

• Neslihan only uses one language per 

context – never both (diglossia); why is
this a problem?

• Neslihan has everyday English (BICS) but 
struggles with academic English (CALP)

• Neslihan doesn't make connections 

between her first language, English and 
her foreign language at school (Spanish)

http://maledive.ecml.at/Studymaterials/Learnerprofiles/tabid/3603/language/en-GB/Default.aspx
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Thinking about our learners: 

Yasmine

• Yasmine does not understand what is going
on in class

• Yasmine (and the teacher) does not know 

she has academic skills (CALP) in Arabic –
these are developed in her first language

• Yasmine does not transfer her abilities in 

other languages or use one language to help 
her to understand another

http://maledive.ecml.at/Studymaterials/Learnerprofiles/tabid/3603/language/en-GB/Default.aspx
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Thinking about our learners: 

Kevin

• Kevin is monolingual – his mother tongue 

is English
• Kevin thinks the regional language variety 

spoken by his grandparents has no value
• He doesn’t see the point of learning other 

languages
• He isn’t comfortable when other pupils speak 

other languages around him – he isn’t open to 
other languages and cultures

http://maledive.ecml.at/Studymaterials/Learnerprofiles/tabid/3603/language/en-GB/Default.aspx
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Thinking about our own practices

• Do any of these children sound familiar to you?

• Share what may happen in your
school/classroom if Neslihan/Yasmine/Kevin 
were in your lesson.

• How can collaboration across different language 
and subject teachers enable these learners to 
be fully included and to value all aspects of their 
identities?
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School snapshot

• HWS School: multilingual 11-18 comprehensive

• A radical curriculum for languages

• French/German/Greek/Turkish tasters

• Then choosing language option

• Heritage languages as foreign languages

• Raising language awareness – learners as 

experts of their home languages

• Making links across disciplines and with out-of-

school learning
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Making all languages visible
in the school
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Language Awareness

Languages of the classroom and the community

Languages of the world

Language families

Language borrowings

Scripts

Dialect

Learning how to learn languages
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Identity Texts ...

…are “the products of students’ creative 
work or performances carried out within 
[the pedagogical space of the classroom]... 
insofar as students invest their identities 
in these texts (written, spoken, visual, 
musical, dramatic or combinations in 
multimodal form) that then hold a mirror 
up to students in which their identities are 
reflected back in a positive light. When 
students share identity texts with 
multiple audiences... they are likely to 
receive positive feedback and affirmation 
of self in interaction with these 
audiences.. (p. 60)”
Cummins, 2006; Cummins & Early, 2010 14



This initiative is carried out within the framework of the Innovative Methodologies 
and Assessment in Language Learning cooperation agreement between
the European Centre for Modern Languages and the European Commission

www.ecml.at/ec-cooperation

App for creating identity texts: www.scibjab.com

See more: www.elodil.com

http://www.scibjab.com/
http://www.elodil.com/
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Family stories to learn to write
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Family stories to learn to write

Possibility for the parents to add something in 
their own language

Working in collaboration with the organisations 
from the communities

https://www.elodil.umontreal.ca/fileadmin/documents/Guides/ehf/08-complet.pdf

Guide in French

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AE5TByW_-jo – Video in French

https://www.elodil.umontreal.ca/fileadmin/documents/Guides/ehf/08-complet.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AE5TByW_-jo
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Discuss

Could you adapt one of these ‘techniques’ 
– ‘tools’ in your schools/classes with your 
learners? How? Why?

Don’t hesitate to adapt, change, combine, 
add, … to make it suit your context.
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Conbat+     http://conbat.ecml.at/

http://conbat.ecml.at/
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CONBAT+ http://conbat.ecml.at

http://conbat.ecml.at/
http://conbat.ecml.at/
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Conbat+ 

an example
Motion in the ocean by Martine Kervran
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Answer sheet

The word hurricane came to English from the Spanish word huracán. 

Spanish explorers and conquerors took the word from the Taino word, 

meaning storm. Taino is an extinct language from the Bahamas.

The word typhoon comes from the Chinese word台风(TAI-FUNG) 

which means great wind. 

The word tsunami comes from the Japanese word meaning port .

The word cyclone comes from modifications of the Greek word kyklōma

which means  wheel and is derived from kyklos, meaning circle.
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Focus questions

1. What exactly would children learn from 
these resources and activities?

2. How might they be adapted for your own 
context? (subject, age group etc)

3. Can you think of other activities in other 
subjects? 

4. What obstacles might there be to you doing 
this kind of activity? How might you get over 
them in order to include at least some 
aspects of this kind of learning?
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Competences for democratic culture – Council of Europe
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pause café

διάλειμμα για καφέ

sos caife

coffee break

prestávka na kávu

Kaffeepause

odmor za kavo
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